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ot narrow track much of i
e Indus. For a few m
from Chilas to Balakot
of the most extraordinary:ntala i
und rising from 3,000 feet at Chilas 0

I flew in to Gilgit but, because of cloud. .
tying blind into Nanga Parbat), I had to comé™g

thirty-six hours to cover the 200 miles to Bala! ong a track throng
with jeeps, camels, donkeys and hurmian porters.” My jecp carried five
passengers and half a ton of rice. Its radiator feaked and its starter would
rot work. Twice on the journey we ran out of petrol, and had to borrow
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or beg from others. Sitting in the place of honour on the outside I oftea’

~&d an uniniestupted view of the Indus and Kagan rivers, the latter on

oonmu%au more than 5,000 feet sheer below the ledge srmnr‘mam&.m&,w

2 read. . ' T L,
— - * . e . .

~ The jeep ro*zom West Pakistan to Giigit continues northwards fors

ity mies to Hunza where it stops. Arnocther 100 miles on, and the

i ber of . i renth expedition
N mnwgvﬂ of aomm I returned from _nmm&:w my Mﬁ..nﬂwqm amoﬂaon
lian. - During this time [ was n:wmm.& in research into L€ 10 o
”&Q_.ES v of the castles of the Nizari Ismailis or * \r&umw,a\ . ..m\
- ol during the summer vacation o: 1955, With
first expedition had taken place during the sums adon o 10 e
_ seam consisting mainly of Oxford :amn_‘.m_‘nmcmﬂnm. ur x.m:_ :wgp\,c.n ;
. i k. but in the course of our (Faves
ootsteps of Freya Stark, . . ;
o follow in the fo i i M Diz, where in 1256 the
ucee i ring the site of Maymun-Diz,
we sucpeede” 11 e orginat f Tslam, which had lasted for over
Assassin dream of the domination of Islam; .
n_»_wa. was shattered for ever by defeat at the hands of Hulagu Wﬁw
uﬂ«_mu Mongol armics. This first discovery was to opcn a :né&n:umv:..:nw
my life as a public school housemaster and to .Sro a_.a thousands of n:
v i ther Assassin castles.
. ote country in search of fur in \ -
Bs.m_ﬂs >mmummm=mnw.zn3 a branch of the Ismailis who under nrm:. a_.%:o_‘
, .:»B:..w.mu_uv»r.mcnnn&& at the close of the cleventh century S_nm ir Jn
ion of a number of fortresses in various parts of Persia “_:: ﬂ..,=<..
ir headquarters were situated at the castle of Alamut 1n the £ .::\w
mountains north of Tchran, and here were trained under the influence 0
‘pashish the fearless and resourceful fida'is or disciples whio were 2:% :_m
d terror and confusion among the lcaders of the orthodox Sunsi
B e inati i So effective were these methods
lems by assassination with the dagger. Soe . . :
Mo e hough medieval Islam might indecd be
that it secmed at one moment as though me | gt e
prought under the control of this powerful and radical religious-p

r

rossing of a pass only a little higher than the Babusar Pass, and the road
would reach China. Indeed, this is the only possible line of direct com.
-wunication between China and Pakistan. However, I could find no
¢vidence while in the Northern Areas to suggest that there is a scrious plap’
:0 open up such a road; and it was clear that at present, beyond meetings
cf frontier patrols, there is no contact at all between China and this-
rorthernmost region of Pakistani administration. The traders who used -
to come down from Kashgar have not come since 1950. .
While awaiting a Kashmir plebiscite and the final settlement of the
international status of the Northern Areas, the Pakistani administration
has initiated a number of projects for the cconomic development of the
region. ‘There is, for example, a trout hatchery near Gilgit which may
well turn these valleys into a fisherman’s paradise. In 1964 the Gilgit
hydroelectric power station, with 400 kW output and German equipment,
was opened. There are irrigation schemes in hand to increase the region’s
very limited area of land capable of cultivation. mcvm_m;nm air freight
fills the shops in the O:mmn_»:m %wunmc vwnw»a m:nw E:wmm omn the ~Hon.__ . Totdly
exports of dried apricots, almonds and other agricultural produce. it is s oneol victory their importance immediatel
5%:&& soon to %@op a tannery near Gilgit. All this is without doubt _Joﬁan:nm WMM anonmn“wm<zamm< adher nw:w of the mm:r moved to India.
welcomed by the Gilgitis and Baltis, who would certainly vote for Pakistan &vamnmnmn.nn increased rapidly through the centuries, both in :ch.n;
were the opportunity presented to them. - J.M—.n_.nmvnnnwvs.:f it is now headed by the Aga Khan, whose only link
: ith the old Assassin chiefs at Alamut is a historical ”.:a religious o:n.:
wi During the summers of 1960, 1961 and 1963 I continued to explore tae
tles in m»._n:ﬁ: and the neighbouring :5_.::.;.5. <=:3;. and was wmv_:.. N5
pry count of what had so far been achieved in my Lok The Casiles
m.ﬁmu:\%hwn&m:b In 1965 it was clear that the time had nogn.mo,. me W
of M my attention to the mountainous province of Khorasan in the East
:B.mm o iﬁﬂn it was known that a large area had been under Assissin
MM:“M.»E& had indeed formed the third part of the loosely nonm:..cnﬁﬁ,‘_
Assassin State—Syria and Alamut itself forming the other Gmo vmzﬂnnnﬁw
But a sudden and violent outbreak of nvo_n.s in the area %.ﬂ.nn me
change my plans at the very last moment and instead my expe :_oﬁ e ”._.ﬁ
. south, where we were able to do manm<n€ useful expioratory wor
. 15
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" isoiated Assassin f N
with Shah-Dis had Jog of K

ON~0~.— K?H’nm,\ W e,

of a long mountain rid nd . ‘crowns the
: . : ge round willich crowns the top
”M_Ww city. It thus dominates the bend in thit PR sy d mrciu_on its way
valleys it irrigates—a pattern we were.to, fnd: condt and the broad fertile
overies in Khorasan in 1966, The fortified: area nﬂﬂunm& =_w olsr
fortified area is 1,460 fect lof

and 1,1
:u:,ohc MM Mmmnr ﬂﬂm‘ﬁ. mnro %oo_. of the valley at its highest point. At thy
ftiakai ..&w %,w&v.owso".ﬂnnmm ten fect in width and w" mnwmw it
cessible lower fortress. - Judging froms
ops aw cecs ! rtress, - Ju ,
wwncvwmo M wnmwwm.&mon the site it seems probable that ﬂw.om%—oﬂm_” the
Assassins «<w_,n m:oo the vnm,&o was round. about 'A.p.. 1100; iwﬂw_zwwﬁ |
ass wn to be in ion of - iz, the g face.
As ] possession of Shah-Di . : :
S_.M. _:nn.;_v. overlooking the city of Isfahan, the n:un. ey A mw_...—_.#m.
arliest recovered pottery is ninth and tenth centu s i

the known . € ry, which agai :
an alread %w:m.a whercby the Assassins took %,WM~ usuall mw s%ﬂrss
y existing castle and either rebuilt or enlar y by trickery,

buildings were probably used quite recently. ged it. Some of the

The fortress consi i
wsists of the High Ci i
snd the Towess Tonsists of, T I.mr Omsanr the Om::.& Fortifications
ind the Lower Tortress. ¢ High Citadel comprises the area of the
summes rioae, fere ing NW-SE, and measures 291 feet along its axis
2aq bl \_ " ct across its greatest width. The cliffs to the north
....%: w_.n._.é....m. arc almost a sheer drop of between 500 and 700 feet %ﬂ&
m.m&:no:&m.m.ﬁw i M__ _Sn_”. in the form of a rectangular tower ,.QZ.,‘Q wn.
cighicen :“2_.<n__.~.\_ ) with walls five fect thick, plastered externally SEN..
- .“:w_.:_,_ .~3 y M:nr a gypsum type of plaster. The citadcl’s main use
_z.m._.i_ o .:Fx,” ”_‘“*n o .H__o.or-o:_ﬂ post, for it commands views of up to 8:,
R : south and six miles i irecti .
milcs 16 fhe south and six m 5.2_,2.9825_; cxcept to the north-
west where the mu_: ridge _v.nr::_ blinds it. The High Citadel may -
have | B&M.Mnnrm.m m_ nal mnmn:mZn.v@man where the mnmvnsnn.\m&a.mw .
would mal M:.r uma.usnm (Juvaini relates such an incident in the
osing phascs of the seige of Maymun-Diz), but there are few traces of
o:.%rmcv%o:_:m buildings in the vicinity. , °
e Central Fortifications guard i the s
. the main approach to lich
) I rd the H
m_onwmﬂo»cmw provide the mn:.ao_w buildings. Thesc w%:mmmn of a mcvﬂ;:,%w
- , a great cistern which may also hav ied a hous
bl . y also have carried a gate-house
._MW_MM. mﬂw\o redoubts and further garrison buildings. .H.rnm" arc all A
enclos M ; y curtain walls and turrets. The Lower Fortress forms an entity
ﬁr:m( m. stone sj:m have been built round the perimeter so .:Sn nrw
A.&M nn o_‘:m..mru wn:._nv.. The main building is the Keep, probably the
“a_~n<=nmn=m Mvm_.n:__sm mﬂzn_‘:or. «i:nmr commands a splendid view of the
, e are the remains of numerous other buildi hi
served cither as barrack blocks or residenti S
: r residential quarters. Th
" : h . ¢ whole com-
ﬂfwr_nm W_WMW, Mﬂ M\. J._cnr _ummﬂ and more magnificent scale than the castles
i . alley and great attention was pai i
iems of international communications. paid o solving the prob- .
....;_H.H.vn M_Rrom Qaleh Khan-e-Lenjan has been known for two or three
years and the Lower Fortress has been visited, notably by Dr. Minasian

| qastle played an important
_though
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of Isfahan who has done a great deal of work on mw»r-U..Nm.o the Bmun
famous sistec-fortress at Isfahan, and Dr. S. M. Stern of >=m uis’, who
has given me much valuable assistance in my own iowx. =w we were
3ble to make the first fairly complete surface record, under t .n%u:nE
and skilled direction of Miss Elizabeth .wnmu.*nw who »mnoamuﬂn_ 8“. pm 3
‘architect, and to explore the Central m.o_‘c.mnudo..:m and High Citadel, waich :
_demanded of my team no mean skill and courage. It is clear that tic
: art in the Assassin occupation of the area
we have yet to estab ish its precise nm_uno:mrmv with Shah-Diz. .
-~ in 1966 the danger from cholera had mcvmma.& and 1 €nm.m2n to set out P
oncé more with another expedition, half British, half Iranian, for N..r:... :
asan. - Two members of the 1965 expedition »nno.B_BE& me again—
vor Newby, ‘my deputy Jeader and mron.oms.vrn: and Andrew U.ovmo:,
‘sugveyor, and we were joined by Nicholas Stainforth, Stephen Remington .
and avid Lewis. The Iranian contingent was made up of Mt. Zahcdani,
our supervisor from the Museum of Iran Bastan in "Tehran, .E& Mr.
Ghobad Vassei, a well-known Iranian mountaincer. Our vehicles and
much equipment were lent to us by the National Iranian Oil Company o
and the Iranian Oil Operating Companies. Our aim was to locate, survey o
and photograph Assassin castles in the south-castern arca of Khorasan =
with special reference to three castles reported by Professor Herzfcld in y
1926 to be near the town of Qa'in and 'which, according 10 Profcssor 3
Herzfeld's informants, were of massive proportions. The Bn..:ns__ name “
of this province was Quhistan, or region of mountains, and it nm“._n::.&
within its borders part of Western Afghanistan including the ancicnt city
of Herat. The avecrage height of the area above sca-level is somc 4,500 ;
feet: the highest valleys are 7,000 fect, Large parts of it arc now :.:; ‘
desert and mountains, although at the time of the Assassins the irrigation X
system was probably sufficient to support a considerable population in the =
valleys. There is one main dust road, corrugated and indescribably un- .;
comfortable to travel on even in Land Rovers, running south from Meshed -
to Birjand and thence to Zahedan in Baluchistan. Our woc_.bn« took us ¢
first across the top of the great salt desert from Tehran to Mes wed. On
the way we examined the great Assassin fortress of Gird Kuh, which I,
according to a picturesque but improbable legend held out for some thirty
years after the main Assassin castles had surrendered to the Mongols and
eventually capitulated solely because the garrison was unable to replace
their worn-out clothing! After a reception by the Governor-General ¢f
Khorasan in the Shrine Residence of Mcshed we quickly moved south
to Qa’in where we at once sct to work to survey the imposing castle which,
like so many other Assassin fortresscs, dominates the town and surround-
ing valley. At the time of the Assassin uprising in 1050 the district around
Qa'in was already sccthing with discontent at the abuses practised by the
local Sunni governors, and under the competent leadership of Tlusayn .
Qa’ini the town soon became the centre of Assassin activitics in the area L
and the castle the residence of the Assassin governor. General dircctives
were probably sent from Alamut but in a short time Quhistan became an ;.
important and increasingly independent part of the Assassin state.
The castle itsclf stands upon a promontory of rock 810 feet high andis -







WESTERN OUTER WALLS OF THE SMALLER CASTLE AT SERDOUS. 1TSS LOCATION
OVERLOOKING A FERTILE VALLEY WITII WATER, 1S TYPICAL O~mh>z ASSASSIN 0>w.z.m.

-

PEEE R

R .

THE CASTLE AT QA'IN, TAKEN

FROM THE DAUCGCHTER FORT OF CHEHEL DURTAR.
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divided into threg 3 .
of the High Citade kit

respect it is sithild# to Q
aentler and the castle is i

N .

by J,rn waters built up behind the
a city, this is the largest Assassin cagtle- T

casi sic: i is pre
t sicie, where the main entrance is protected by a massive bastion, ¢t

ane were 15} feet ! 1 i :
s} fect long 8} fect wide and 12 féet-deep. They are plastered

Al

w:rﬁ M._u_._m.z .nxus_‘.mnm mmriﬂnn cisterns are at Gird Kuh necar Damohian
wut Oa'in is not far bebind. There i i dines in

: . . are extensive remains of buildi i
e Hith Citadel in the 6 e unable o ¢
il th Citadel arca, but in the time avail o
ailable we were unab
more than make a rough ground plan, unable to o

o - - . 3 -
The Central Fortifications, built on a saddle of i ?_‘.3::3_._\ form
1]

outer wall. The path leading from the Low

) swer Fortress to the THig
Citadel passed through two gate-houses. These had n_om»lw wnwsaw. ;
MEQ& Mﬂ a _mﬂmw. mwnn as the walls were not bonded into the main mo:”.‘m“.
ons. notable feature was the existence of tv .
which led down a narrow defile to the floor of nwm MM_%WRM&%M\_.% -mm..ﬂ“

h\ <! atl ety I Wie

b

The castle had been evacuated and then destroyed o

Hulagu Khan along with all other Assassin mo:_.nm.wnm m?“. %M M”M.Mﬂmom
of the last Grand Master, Rukn-ad-Din, at Maymun-Diz, but we were t _nan
a fascinating variant of the legend of the Trojan Horse ?rnnng novuw_
before .nrn..}mmmmm_: era, the Governor of Herat had been n:uzm%ﬁo ._.<
possession of the castle. ‘The rivalry between Qn'in and Herat is a ~Wr5
standing one and there are still traces of this today. Four separate mmmﬁ..m.
provided the water supply in this area, and at the end of the ridge w mu
prescrved stables marked the end of the old mule-track. Defensive BM .
goncls were probably set up at this point though we did not find the m.a.
of spent Bn.m_mo:n_ shots we had discovered at one point at Gird um—“wa
onn has Qa'in the claborate outer defence system of encircling walls and
forts Gwn are so striking a feature of Gird Kuh, but it must be _‘aam
bered that the latter castle is completely isolated—the ncarest »&S%ﬁ.
Smmn was at Alamut itself some three hundred miles »ccnv.lsr.n_.n_:
Qa'in overlooks and controls the broad valley in which the town is situat .Mu
Even now the immediate area round the town is fairly fertile. It ruw .
population of 7,000 and there is plenty of good water. Assuming that ﬂru
Assassins, who were excellent agricultural engineers, had made nrm 72.“

| 159
“pave the traditicnal names

3150 bizaer, and apart frondeha > N easier to explore. Iris -

il and which was really

. . : - T 2 m : -4
calied Chehel Duktar, situated on the mipuntains to .Eanwoﬂﬂmrwm wﬁmmm

it is a most impressive sight. “The High' Cii i

 is st i sight.. “The i Citadel i y-th ;

mmm.”: m _“ *xua.?:uv& and about ”moommnna along wammmww“__%m s. a&a.nrﬂ
idit ore or Jess uniform- at fifty-sixty feet.  Apart from the nortl.

- gome of the place nam

mountain s : ‘ i ,
lopes sharply away. " The curtain walls are cight feet thic un. A

\ L S

s aoamgn:ﬁ._ at intervals by turrets. The High Citadel has its 6

supply consisting of great cisterns. The irside measurcments s Sm_.n_. -
st asurcments of a typics

wiln _'m mvo ‘ . ~
t sld} »‘«
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o of the available water supply, the Q«’in basin would have beei tue
- gegwre of a thriviag ‘community, well fortificd and remiote €ROSL

discourage hostile expcditions sent against them.

8 We had clearly come across the centre of the old Assassin province of

Quhistan and our finds of pottery confirmed us in this beiief. Now we
ed our attention to the surrounding countryside. Although we found
es given by Professor Herzfeld's informants to be
pot entircly correct, conversation with the local headmen ?‘Q.w:m& the
;aformation that morc castles lay to the east of Qa'in, though tacir exact
+ focation was obscure. In the end we had to rely on relays of guides to
ke us to our destinations. . - , S

. Qur convoy. of three Landrévers first headed. west to the vildaze of
Sarab, 2 name mentioned by Professor Herzfeld. Toere we found the
quins of a smallish castle overlooking the rim of Um,.:«:i.xnsa e preat
gt desert that occupics most of the central part of Iran. “We had slready

* girted this invading salt sca on our-route out from Tehran to Meshed,

- and the sight-of it can offer comfort to no man.  Scen from the beignts o

" the surrounding hills its edges are flecked with.a white scum, the glare is

intense and the shrivelling hcat made me think of Dante's Inferno. The
inhabitants of Sarab arc noted for their longevity, and we were introduced
w0 a dignificd old man of 130 who in turn presented us to his sccond

- wife, a mere chicken of 100, From Sarab we returned to the village of
* Sedeh on the main wiusmlgnmr& road, admired its Shah Abhus castic,

which had nothing to do with the Assassins, and then headed cast towards
the Afghan border. The road soon petered out, and although we kept
mostly to dried-up river beds the going soon became very difficult. No
vehicle had passed this way before, but the villagers were only too willing
to clear a track for us and temporarily remove obstructions like over-
head irrigation pipes. As we climbed ‘upwards into the mountains we
came across villages that had been semi-fortified for generations as a pro-
tection against invading Afghan bands or marauding private armics. We
could not have been given a more friendly reception despite the poverty of
the inhabitants or the scrious shortage of food and water. The aspect
of the countryside, apart from the all too infrequent villages, is utterly
arid and desolate. Innumerable flocks of goats consume the sparse vegera-
tion that has survived the consequences of natural desiccation during the
course of the centuries. Firm soil occasionally gives way to trcacherous
sand, and the sight of abandoned villages is a frightening one. But there
is one great hope for the future. In almost cvery village we met a
member of the recently formed Literacy Corps, young mcn who spend the
Jast cighteen months of their national scrvice teaching the village children,
planning and carrying out agricultural and constructional schemes and
acting as advisers to the village elders. They are splendid representatives
of young Iran, and their work cannot be too higiiy praised. The Governor
of the Province, who is a tough and realistic soldier, sces these problems
clearly, and his plans for the future development of the arca arc largely
concerned with better conservation and utilization of water. Land reform
at the moment plays little part in Khorasan; effective economic measurcs
must come before political reform however desirable the latter may be,
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- been strongl i castl : y
ogly mO».n:.—n . Some Om gﬂ. ﬂhnn”a .‘ .p&ﬂﬂb almost n§w~ﬁnnm
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‘l_mi:‘.nnmmg .‘
gsitive disservice, gmcatation.
pg was plentiful, and
. It soon became clear
mountain valleys, had

0

that the whole area, n%&u:%._m..n Tﬂﬂ ,

destroyed by the Mongol been r

destro . gols; others had been recently quarri

c:mnn=m~.n=umﬁmmw for Mni «nro.ow and vunr.rocﬂwwwwnmnﬂmnﬂr_nm«’nomm}nn _,

ek oo m%.m o mnrn Literacy Corps. But ﬂrn.ﬂu,nw.o._. m.. renty,

nthough hadly Qw:uwm , are .mn: an maw.o&:m.m?wﬁ A ger fortresse
hed at the intricate system of .iuﬁ% mnowumnmww“nwb:umulm_mu.

vauited chambers cut out of the solid rock and liged with plster. Fou |
ster. Four -

or five interconnected ci
addition springs ru% S\Nﬂﬁmmwsn%aauzw formed the basic plan, and in
iresh pined waker into th . :\2.4”& from some miles away to bri
o e wiker ) c castics. These castles were oft £ g
o as, for example, Warwick; and the o e ok i
Ahangeran and litde Tabas all nos.mo.. d nes we discovered at Cam..’
castic dominating and protecting an o:M.Mm&no amn e e e
n%n..nm—‘n“w% Lwﬂ.«_. M.Zm J.. be "rm centre of an nnonn“\“mm:wdﬂwﬂ MMMAWMM e
o . » jealous of its position, infused wj m . el
ﬂ&o _muh—%h.nm: MM_Mm—o\wcm B.:r and yet conscious of n_oammwsm unum»nwm__u“
bad imposed ot A nmmusno to Alamut there certainly was, for Alamut
hysica o_‘mns._Nnmo:v.mn M central faith but had set the example of th
B D . vcno"rm _‘M M“:wﬂ:nan parts of the Assassin state ag:nm
around the castles, b st have been plenty of scope for local pride
At the ¢ i i
Ve Mmom_m .oM:w mS_V,HS this part of the province we called op the
his vimeyard e m.m 2 oQ“_ MBE: leader wm. great importance. Sitting in
his vineyard we dis u”uo .w e present position of the Ismaili communities
in the arca, There 2 nm w.c .moBm n.r:<:.£ Ismaili villages although their
ek s mw— o o:”» ing; their inhabitants are the descendants of men
who took part In the .&Mmm:_u uprising u.:@ they still cling tenaciously to
Arab communities :<wwmo :w HWMWM_M_,WN“MMM%MMWH o WMnnn o
Arab ¢ iti . . f § ikhane. Most of t .
m nrwcwomnuw,wnﬁ“w&mmﬂs a precarious _:.;sm by S%Q.Buwmnqlwmmwﬂa
o el apis _.M the :.mmnluo_. sometimes earning & rmnn_mw:,_n profit
o m:mcmn -S”w_mm ing across the frontier. The government i
g y to the region by building sugar £ ie e
bringi gar factories and service
Gur last visit in Khorasan was to
./)Ammmmuﬂw castles of .no:mEn:_Zn mmm:mmnmﬁmnwwiwn_x” nmrnnr_,nnﬂuwhn cmco
VMMMM: mwﬁ%:ir_n@noavﬂnm most unfavourably with nosnnawo.wn_.u
Assa casim:qmm. Ve _.%83& to Tchran by way of a storm-tossed \::,_\
most uninvi om rmmv._u: mnu n:.& were able to round off our nxvn&aom b
the disco w.nun nﬂ e .Mnn of the important Assassin stronghold of mniuruw
‘.,.n&n,.:Bomn m ﬁoB -:momm?n of Sultaneyeh. This was probably the
westernmos ortress of the Alamut complex, including Samiran
although the castle itself is almost a complete ruin we were _.nim&.n%wa
v

&M&u&uwmn their responsibilities, "
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the numerous and varied sherds of pottery
gecover from the site, A flecting return visi
road m_‘oBW.Ovs&P, which still w._nnc_‘nmo:&w
 giver, rounded off the expedition.
Jran, taken over 1,000 photo
" Nevertheless, as far as Khorasan is concerned
gnatched the surface of what must now be reg

Pt of the Assassin State.
‘ icture of the Assassin movemeht as

,%oﬁv
* o long now has rested on the Jegends purveye
< Geschichte der Assassinen mc.o:u,a& in 1818

-

: sized that these men wer

" pevelutionarics wihio had banded themscives Bged

“On thic ountrary tidr buidir
renurmfulnes, Uicir hushancry to s sweits
their way of lifc 10 {
Their usc of assuss
aguinst the vSéE:a
a3 now, counted often for very littic i
as 1 said
when Islam was weakened a
3 pervading apathy,
discipline offered by the Nizari Ismailis wou
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